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THE U.S. AND CENTRAL AMERICA

U.S. considered raid on Salvador camp

By Robert Tim! “You have to have confidencein South African govemmegt has
Washington Bureau of The Sun the identiy, location and tmelinesa _ SHoWn time and again that s
of the — that who is there is  !MPervious to outside rhetoric or
WABHINGTON — The Reagan  ging to be there when you hitftand ~ Sanctions.
considered a miltary  nohody else is there.” The official said that the South
raid on a guerrilla camp in El Salva- On another matter, the official  African government, headed by
dor as a response to the of said the generally reserved U.S. re-  President P. W. Botha, had instituted
four US. marines and two other 40416 15 the South African govern-  some significant reforms, but that it
Americans in the capital city of San  ment's assumption of sweeping was now caught between conserva-
Salvador a month ago, a senior powers under a state of emergency  tive whites w 0 believe change has
White House official said yesterday. declaration results in part from the  come too far too fast and the
In confirming U.S. consideration  feqr that more overt efforts might  expectations of blacks unhappy
of a military response antl- bacidire and lead to greater repres-  the pace. He said the Botha govern-
government rebels in El Salvador, g1 of blacks. ment could survive the current trou-
the official denied a report Wednes- He said the administration views  ble, but declined to predict an early
day that a training camp for Salva- . government’s declaration of a  improvement in the situation.
doran guerrillas in Nicaragua was state of emergency and the resulting Instead, he offered a gloomy as-
the target under study. turmoil as “very worrisome ... very  gessment. “On those occasions in
“There wasn't at the time a re-  gerye " the past where analogous confronta-
view of Nicaraguan targets,” said the Even so, he said, President tions have occurred, matters have
official, who spoke to a handful of Reagan believes that the controver- worse before they get better,”
identified. ~That said, we don't fore engagement: s  Regarding poselbie retalta .
we 't fore- e ment” has paid important
clue_ that. We just weren't doing dividends for blacks and sh!:ﬂd be meRm de‘t:'le in s.,,“g:;::f
that. . continued. dor. the official refused to say if the
“To the contrary,” he said, “we At the same time, the offictal plan of attack under consideration
were more seized with whether the said, the administration was wary of was a so-called cal air strike at
center of operations for the PRTC in  bringing public pressure to bear on the guerrilla base. strikes are
Salvador could be identified” with the white minority South African aimed at specific , with the

sufficient confldence to justify mili-
tary action.

PRTC is the Spanish acronym for
the Central American Revolutionary
Workers' Party, one of the smaller of
the five units of the Fara-
bundo Marti National Liberation
Front, or FMLN, the military arm of
the Salvadoran revolutionary forces.
. The PRTC, one of the more ex-
treme FMLN units, claimed respon-
sibility for down the four
Marines at a San Salvador restau-
rant June 20, but denied killing the
nine civilians, including two Ameri-
cans, also slain in the attack.

The official declined to say specif-
fcally why no raid materialized, but
ascribed it to "a combination of fac-
tors.” He hinted, however, at the
prospect of innocent civillans be-
coming casuaities and “some ambi-
guities” in U.S. inf ,

Asked what the admin-
istration -

bility of the operation. he replied,

government partly because such
measures could result in even more
represaive measures against blacks.
‘1 think the emotional impulse to-
ward some sort of dramatic pressure
ignores the fact that the instruments
ofpawerareverymuchlnﬂ:eliov-
emment’s favor and that its ability,
which is historically proven, to be-
come even more severe {s very clear,
and its ability and will to do so are
very apparent,” hesaid. - -
: » "It your well-meaning
efforts have the effect of leading the
government to even more extreme

positions, which history it
well could, you would hav:%
black interests very badly, ... The

of rbgbels to respond to Marine deaths

hope of limiting both U.S. i olve:
ment and civilian casualties.

“There are alternative way= of go
Ing after that kiud of target. and
they're not limited to air attacks.” he
said

The administration finally decid-
ed against military action and, once
again, warned Ni of “serfous
consequences” {f {t is linke:! to fur.
ther attacks on Americaus 4. Cen
tral America.

Explaining the neea .01 still an-
other to Nicaragua. the offi-
clal said it was intended to remove
any “lllusion” that the administra
tion's anti-terrorist
in the wake of the Beirut
crisis applied only to the Middle
East.

He said the administration want-
ed to put the Sandinistas on notice
that the United States is aware that
Nicaragua supports terrorist groups
and that if an “appropriate target”

can be pinpointed, “‘we will act
against

it.”
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